
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes 

March 24, 2015; 5:00 P.M. 
 

 

Page 1 of 10 

 Board Members Present: Bernard N. King, Jr., Chairman; Kenneth J. Murphy; Paul E. Hoyt 

Board Member Absent:  Douglas A. Taft, Sr., Vice-Chairman; Robert J. McHatton, Sr. 
 

       Student Representative Anthony Champoli was absent.   
 

Administration Present: Town Manager Robert Peabody; Town Clerk Laurie Chadbourne; Community and 

Economic Development Director Anne Krieg; Recreation Director Gary Colello   

 

1. Call to Order 

 Chairman King called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 The Board recited the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 

 

3. Approval of March 10, 2015 

 Motion was made by Selectman Murphy for approval of the minutes from the March 10, 2015 Board 

Meeting; 2nd from Selectman Hoyt.  3 approve/0 oppose 

 

4. Correspondence and Other Pertinent Information 

Chairman King brought agenda item 4.b. forward. 

 b. Introduction of New Bridgton Police Officer 

 Officer Phillip Jones reported that after a lengthy hiring process he is pleased to introduce new Bridgton 

Police Officer Craig Hammond.  Mr. Hammond is a twenty-two year law enforcement veteran and is also an 

Emergency Medical Technician.  Mr. Hammond thanked the Board and said he is happy to be on board.    

 

 a. MSAD #61 Budget Presentation 

 Superintendent Alan Smith presented and reviewed the following information: 
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 Superintendent Smith responded to several questions asked by the Board and members of the audience.  

Chairman King urged the public to attend the School Board Meeting on Monday, March 30, 2015 at 6:00 P.M.   

Chairman King then thanked Superintendent Smith, School Board Chairman Janice Barter, Director Deb Albert, 

Director Karen Eller and Finance Officer Sherri Weese for attending the meeting.     

 

 b. Introduction of New Bridgton Police Officer 

 This item was addressed prior to agenda item 4.a. 

 

5. New Business 

 a. Permits/Documents Requiring Board Approval 

  1. Victualer’s License to Vivo Country Italian Restaurant & Bar 

  2. Victualer’s License and Liquor License to Chao Thai Restaurant 

  3. Victualer’s License to Beth’s Kitchen Café  

 Motion was made by Selectman Murphy for approval of agenda item 5.a.1. through 5.a.3.; 2nd from 

Selectman Hoyt.  3 approve/0 oppose 

 

  4. Sewer Abatement 

 Motion was made by Selectman Hoyt for approval of the sewer abatement request from Henry Hebb 

(account 209) for $705.84 due to a leak in his waterline; 2nd from Selectman Murphy. 3 approve/0 oppose 

 

  5. Sewer Commitment #154 

 Motion was made by Selectman Hoyt to commit Sewer User Rates Commitment #154 totaling $8,829.92 

comprising of three pages to the Treasurer for collection; 2nd from Selectman Murphy. 3 approve/0 oppose 

 

  6. Accept Payment and Approve Quit Claim Deed to Terrill Bent & Stacey Bent;  

  Map 40, Lot 6-2, 57 Kimball Road 

 Motion was made by Selectman Hoyt to accept payment and approve the Municipal Quit Claim Deed to 

Terrill & Stacey Bent for property located on Map 40, Lot 6-2 at 57 Kimball Road; 2nd from Selectman Murphy. 

3 approve/0 oppose 

 

 b. Bids, Awards and Other Administrative Recommendations 

  1. Reserve Account Policy 

 Town Manager Peabody submitted the revised Reserve Account Policy for Board review.  Motion was 

made by Selectman Hoyt to table this issue until April 14, 2015; 2nd from Selectman Murphy.  3 approve/0 oppose 

 

  2. Revaluation Process 

 Motion was made by Selectman Hoyt to table this issue until April 14, 2015; 2nd from Selectman Murphy.  

3 approve/0 oppose 

 

 c. Legal Matters 

 Town Manager Peabody informed the Board that he has contacted the two individuals that are interested 

in purchasing town owned property as was previously approved by the Board.   

 

 d. Selectmen’s Concerns 

There were no Selectmen’s concerns.   
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 Mike Tarantino noted that Mr. McHatton had brought up the idea of establishing a committee to review 

town owned property and hopes that the Board will move forward with this idea.  Town Manager Peabody 

responded that this issue has been added to the list of goals for the Board.   

 

 e. Town Manager’s Report 

 Town Manager Peabody reported the following: 
“Manager’s Report 

03/24/15 

Reminder: The Maine Department of Transportation is holding a public input meeting to discuss any and 

all types of transportation issues in Bridgton on April 1st. The event will be held in two sessions: one from 

2:00pm-4:00pm and the second from 6:00pm-8:00pm. Both will be held in the downstairs conference 

room. Folks urged to attend and are asked to use the rear entrance.  

 

The Town received its franchise fee today from Time Warner. The check was for $49,211.80. The budget 

estimate was $50,000. 

 

February’s Department Head Reports are in front of you this evening. We will be putting them on the 

Town Website.” 

 

 Town Manager Peabody also reported that the Fire Department provided more detailed information in 

response to the request from the Board.   

 

 f. Other Matters 

 Chairman King reported that the Fire Department Study is on-going but should be finished up within the 

next few weeks.   

 

 Chairman King requested that a review of street signs be conducted for removal of businesses that are no 

longer in business; Town Manager Peabody will direct this issue to the Code Enforcement Officer.   

 

6. Treasurer’s Warrants  

 Motion was made by Selectman Murphy for approval of Treasurer’s Warrants numbered 88, 89, 90, and 

91; 2nd from Selectman Hoyt.  3 approve/0 oppose 

 

7. Committee Reports 

 Budget Advisory Committee Member Vanessa read the following into the record:   

“Budget Advisory Committee 
Recommendations 2015 

Committee comprised of: Earl Cash, Art Triglione, Bill Vincent, Vanessa Jones 
 

009  General Government—BAC discussed at length the addition of a new Administrative Assistant position at 
the town office. BAC voted 3 to 1 against the addition of this position. 
019  Short Term Debt—BAC recommends removing this $2,500 from the budget. 
022  Library—BAC voted to fund the library as the manager recommends.  The committee recommends that 
the library be held accountable to deliver an annual financial statement to the town including assets, liabilities, 
and working capital, prior to the beginning of the budget season. 
The committee also discussed the $9,000 allocated to the North Bridgton Library last year, and agreed 
unanimously that the money should be put back into the general fund, and should not be given to the 
Bridgton Public Library. 
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223  Police Department—The BAC discussed at length the addition of a patrol officer, and voted 2 to 2 (half 
for, half against the addition of the new officer). Vanessa Jones, who voted in favor of the addition of a new 
officer, stated a personal bias due to the fact that her husband is employed by the police department and she 
felt that adding an officer would increase officer safety. She did not recuse herself from the vote, since the 
BAC’s recommendations are only advisory in nature. 
BAC discussed the cost of ammo. Earl Cash said that he knows where he could get a better price on ammo and 
suggested that “shopping around” would be a good idea. Bill Vincent agreed. 
251  Ambulance—The committee recommends that the stipend for the ambulance service be reduced by 
$10,000, to $42,000. Unanimous vote.  
348 Transfer Station—BAC voted unanimously to deny the request for an additional employee. 
The committee unanimously agrees that the town should put the paving of the transfer station parking lot out 
for competitive bid prior to proceeding. 
353 Cemetery Maintenance and Seasonal Park Attendants-- BAC supports these positions as requested, 
voted 4 to 0. 
522  Outside Agencies—The BAC voted unanimously to reduce funding by 20% per line(based on last year’s 
amounts or requested amount, whichever is lower). The committee discussed at length the need for a policy 
regarding Outside Agencies. The BAC proposes this policy: Outside Agencies will be funded at a 20% reduction 
per year (based on either last year’s amount, or the requested amount, whichever is lower), each year over 
the next 5 years, down to zero.   
856 Capital Improvements—The BAC unanimously recommends no funding for fire department items  8-9043, 
8-9071, 8-9072, 8-9073, 8-9074, based on the fact that the study is not ready yet.  
The BAC voted 3 to 1 to defer the paving and sidewalks on Depot Street until the funds can come out of TIF or 
CDBG monies. 
950  Economic Development Director—The committee recommends the removal of the $60,000 from line 
item 3-2027 designated for a study of the downtown area.”  
 

 Chairman King thanked the committee for their hard work and commitment.  Town Manager Peabody 

also thanked the Committee for their dedication in asking fair questions and appreciated the respect shown to 

department heads.   

 

8. MSAD #61 

 There were no other issues involving MSAD #61. 

 

9. Hearings  

 a. Public Hearings/Informational Hearings 

  1. Community Development Block Grant Funding Projects for HUD Fiscal  

 Chairman King re-opened the public hearing to discuss the Community Development Block Grant 

Funding Projects for HUD Fiscal Year 2015 (continued from 03.10.2015) at 6:00 P.M.  Director Krieg reported 

that an architect reviewed the Highland Lake Beach bathroom facility specifications and indicated that $85,000 

may be a little low. 

 

 Selectman Murphy asked how Director Krieg arrived at the project cost of $85,000 to which Director 

Krieg responded that she used the specifications from the Naples facility (which was $100,000) and reduced the 

project cost to adjust for a smaller facility.  Selectman Murphy asked if the entire project would be funded through 

CDBG to which Director Krieg responded, “yes.” 
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 Selectman Hoyt voiced concerns with approving a project and the funding with no specifications in front 

of him; he asked what would happen if the cost was higher than anticipated.  Town Manager Peabody replied that 

the project would be designed to meet the available funding.   

 

 Mark Lopez suggested that a contractor be consulted to receive a more accurate project estimate.  Glenn 

Zaidman agreed and added that a contractor in the area has already indicted to him that the project could be 

completed for much less.  

 

 Town Manager Peabody stated that it’s important to build the facility.  Selectman Murphy agreed.     

 

 Glenn Zaidman recommended that the Board establish and appoint a building steering committee.  

Chairman King directed this issue to the next agenda for full Board discussion.   

 

 Selectman Hoyt asked for the status of the public bathroom facility at the Community Center.  Discussion 

ensued involving the proposed facility including disability requirements, public security concerns and the ability 

to renovate the building.  Bill Vincent offered to ask a friend, that is also a plumber, to review the project.   

 

 Director Krieg noted that the County Commissioners are meeting on April 13, 2015 to review the 

recommendations for use of the funds from Bridgton.   

 

 Chuck Renneker noted that there is not a lot of time to prepare detailed information.  Town Manager 

Peabody responded that he is planning to recommend that the Board establish a “Standing Capital Improvement 

Committee” to review, plan and organize.   

 

 The Board opted to continue the public hearing to April 7, 2015 at 5:00 P.M. for further discussion.  

Director Krieg will invite a representative from the Community Center to attend to respond to questions regarding 

the Navigator Program and also a representative from the Stevens Brook Elementary School to respond to 

questions regarding the Backpack Program.   Motion was made by Selectman Hoyt to continue the public hearing 

to April 7, 2015 at 5:00 P.M.; 2nd from Selectman Murphy.  3 approve/0 oppose 

 

  2. To Accept Written and Oral Comments on an Application from Vivo Country Italian Restaurant & 

Bar (18A Depot Street) for a New Liquor License 

 Chairman King opened the Public Hearing to accept written and oral comments on an application from 

Vivo Country Italian Restaurant & Bar (18A Depot Street) at 6:35 P.M.   There were no public comments.  The 

Public Hearing was closed at 6:36 P.M. 

 

10. Action Items Following Public Hearing 

 1. Possible Action on Community Development Block Grant Funding Projects for HUD Fiscal Year 2015 

 Motion was made by Selectman Murphy to table this item to April 7, 2015; 2nd from Selectman Hoyt.   

3 approve/0 oppose 

 

 2. New Liquor License to Vivo Country Italian Restaurant & Bar 

 Motion was made by Selectman Murphy for approval of the new liquor license to Vivo Country Italian 

Restaurant & Bar; 2nd from Selectman Hoyt.  3 approve/0 oppose 

 

11. Public Comments and Presentations 

 Mike Tarantino suggested that the Board establish a knowledgeable committee to conduct a full review 

of options for the Town Hall and provide their recommendation to the Board.   
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 Mark Lopez agreed with Mr. Tarantino and noted that the Town consultant does not know the condition 

of the structural integrity of the building.   

 

 Chuck Renneker stated that when the original question was approved, the financial details of the entire 

project were not accurate.  Mr. Renneker added that the Town of Casco constructed a new building with 

a meeting room, kitchen and gym for approximately $500,000.   

 

 Chairman King reported that he has received many emails concerning the Town Hall and all of those 

emails were in favor of renovating the building with no mention of cost.  Mark Lopez responded that the 

public hasn’t been made aware of the entire cost for renovation, but believes that everyone cares about the 

cost through their tax dollars.   

 

 Ryan Vogel introduced himself as a resident and youth lacrosse coach with two children that participate 

in recreation programs.  He said the building is not functional for the majority of programming and that 

funds should be directed to building another building that would be much more functional for sports and 

the community as a whole.   

 

 Mike Tarantino said the project cost should be made available and then request public input.  Town 

Manager Peabody responded that he supports the idea of an ad hoc committee to develop total project 

costs.   

 

 Skip Sullivan introduced himself as a resident and pickle ball player that has the utmost respect for the 

Select Board.   Mr. Sullivan said that the town hall has a history to it and a lot of people respect that history 

but with history comes being old.  He added that the town hall building has become the recreation center 

because it’s the only place that is currently available.  He urged the Board to consider the best use of 

taxpayer money.   

 

 Chuck Renneker noted that is has been three months since the vote on the Comprehensive Plan and asked 

for the status of the State’s approval to which Director Krieg stated that she will make contact with the 

State for an update.   

 

 Bill Vincent asked for the status of the Land Use Ad Hoc Committee to which Town Manager Peabody 

responded that the Board will review committee applications on April 14, 2015.   

 

12. Old Business 

 a. Town Hall Update 

 Director Krieg reported that the Board had directed staff to report back a funding mechanism to replace 

the furnace at the Town Hall.  Director Krieg talked with Eric Dube from Casco Bay Engineers and he indicated 

that the cost may be closer to $70,000.  She identified a few options that may be available including the use 

$45,000 from Eco Maine Reimbursement and $25,000 from next year’s budget for Depot Street paving (paving 

could come from another source, possibly block grant funds), $10,000 from the sidewalk budget (sidewalk could 

be funded from the TIF); another mechanism would be to dedicate next years block grant funds.   Director Krieg 

added that the engineer contract is for the exterior of the building only; the cost to include an interior analysis is 

estimated at $11,000-$12,000.   
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 Discussion ensued.  Motion was made by Selectman Hoyt to direct the Town Manager to explore the 

process for a complete study of the Town Hall and identify potential funding sources; 2nd from Selectman Murphy.  

3 approve/0 oppose 

 b. Comprehensive Plan Implementation; Task List 

 Director Krieg provided the Board with a “Policy Implementation Table; Short Term Implementation 

Items from 2014 Comprehensive Plan.”   

 

13. Dates for the Next Board of Selectmen’s Meetings/Workshops 

April 7th, 2015; April 14, 2015; April 28, 2015; May 12, 2015; May 26, 2015; June 9, 2015; June 10, 2015 

 

14. Executive Session 

 a. MRSA Title 1, Chapter 13, Subsection 405.6.A. 

 Review Wastewater Committee Applications 

 b. MRSA Title 1, Chapter 13, Subsection 405.6.A. 

 Personnel Matters 

 Motion was made by Selectman Hoyt to enter into executive session at 7:05 P.M. per MRSA Title 1, 

Chapter 13, Subsection 405.6.A.; 2nd from Selectman Murphy.  3 approve/0 oppose 

 

 Motion was made by Selectman Hoyt to exit executive session at 7:52 P.M.; 2nd from Selectman Murphy.  

3 approve/0 oppose 

 

15. Appointment of Committee Members 

 a. Wastewater Committee  

 Motion was made by Selectman Hoyt to table this item to April 14, 2015; 2nd from Selectman Murphy.   

3 approve/0 oppose 

 

 

16. Adjourn 

 Chairman King adjourned the meeting at 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Laurie L. Chadbourne 

Town Clerk 


